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HAIIMOHAJIEH UHICTOPHYECKH MY3EM - CO®USA
H3BecTus, Tom XXXIII, 2021

OTHOCHO EJIUH TUII PAHHOCPEJHOBEKOBHHU BOMHU YYKOBE!'

Cmosn Ilonos

ABOUT ONE TYPE OF EARLY MEDIEVAL WAR HAMMERS!

Stoyan Popov

VYnapuuTe OpBXKUS ca €IUH OT IBPBUTE U
Hal-IpOCTU TPEIMETH, HU3MOI3BaHU OT YOBE-
Ka 3a 3alliTa ¥ HamaJeHue OT JIPEBHU BpEMEHa.
[IppBOHaYaITHO TOBa ca OWIIM OOMKHOBEHU KaMb-
HU, TOATH U Tip. BrocnencTeue e ca mpuaoommm
Mmo-ciokHa (opMa W YCTPOHCTBO — OO3MyraHw,
KUCTCHH, OOWHH YyKOBE U OpagBO-UyKOBE.

IIpe3 CpennoBexoBueto u HoBoTo Bpeme,
Hapes ¢ 603ayranuTe, KUCTEHUTE U OpaBO-UyKO-
BETE, YaCT OT KOMIUIEKCA BhOPBHKEHHE ca OMIN U
OoiinuTe uykoBe. ToBa ca OpBXKHS, Pa3mpoOCTpa-
HEHM [IaBHO B 3eMuTe Ha LlenTpanna u M3rouna
EBpoma, xoeto Baxxu oIie moBeye 3a emnoxara Ha
panHoto CpenHoBekoBue. [Ipe3 ToBa Bpeme ce
MOSIBSIBAT W Pa3BUBAT J[BE HAIpaBIeHHsI Ha OO¥i-
HuTe yykoBe’. M BeTe Ipymnu AaTupar oT Kpas Ha
VIII-IX — kpasg Ha X — Hauanoto Ha XI B.

IIspBara rpymna ce xapakTepusupa c aBa cpe-
ITyJIeXKaIy KITIOHA, M3JIN3aIH OT BTYJIKA 32 IPBXK-
KaTa Ha OPBKUETO M 3aBBPIIBAIINA C MHOTOCTEH-
Ha, OUNMpaMKIHA WM OMKOHMYHA ylapHa 4yacT>.
Ta3u rpyna cama 1o cebe cu € MHOTO MHTEpEeCcHa
C pa3IMYHUTE Bapualny Ha GOpMHTE Ha BTYIIKATA,
mMiiKaTa Ha KJIIOHA W MopassBaliara 4acT, HO T
HsIMa J1a ObJIe IPEeMET Ha Ta3u padoTa.

Bropara rpymna or paHHOCPETHOBEKOBHU OOM-
HU YyKOBE MMa CJICHUTE XapaKTEPUCTHKH: T€ TIPH-

TCXaBaT KIIOH C KOIIMCBHIHA (1)opMa OoT €aHarta
! Hacrosimata pabora e wacT OT NpOydYBaHUSTA IO
npoekt /IH 10/2, ¢unancupan ot ®oun ,,Hayunu us-
cieBaHus” KbM MMHHCTEPCTBOTO Ha 00Opa30BaHUETO
u Haykara Ha Pbearapus. Cblio Taka, U3CJIEABaHETO €
yacT OT JeilHocTTa, U3BbplIBaHa B HayuHus neHTsp 3a
ucropus 1 apxeosiorust Ha Boitnara kM karenpa ,,Jcro-
pust u apxeostorust Ha [InoBnuscku yHusepcurer ,,[lau-
cuil Xunengapeku®.

HoToB, B. BhophiKeHHETO I CHAPSIKEHHETO OT OhITap-
ckoto cpegnosekoBue (VII—XI Bex). Beimko TwpHOBO,
2004, 106—-107.

3 Ilax tam, 106—107.
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Impact weapons are one of the first and sim-
plest objects used by man for defence and attack
since ancient times. Initially, these were merely
stones, sticks, etc. Subsequently, they acquired
a more complex shape and structure like maces,
kistens (war flails), war-hammers and ax-hammers.

During the Middle and the New Ages, along
with maces, the flails and ax-hammers, the war
hammers were also part of the armament complex.
These were weapons distributed mainly in the
lands of Central and Eastern Europe, which was
even more true in the early Middle Ages. During
that time, two types of war hammers appeared and
developed?. Both groups date from the end of the
8th — 9th till the end of the 10th — the beginning of
the 11th centuries.

The first group is characterised by two op-
posite-lying beaks extending on both sides of the
sleeve for the handle to pass through and ending
in a multi-walled, bipyramidal or biconical impact
part®. This group in itself is very interesting be-
cause of the different variations of the shapes of
the sleeve, the neck of the beak and the striking
part, but it will not be the subject of this work.

The second group of early medieval war-ham-
mers has the following features: they have a spear-
shaped beak on one side and a hammer-shaped

This work is part of the research under project DN
10/2, funded by the Research Fund of the Ministry of
Education and Science of the Republic of Bulgaria.
Also, the study is part of the activities carried out at the
Research Center for History and Archeology of War at
the Department of History and Archaeology of Plovdiv
University “Paisii Hilendarski”.

HMoToB, B. BHOpHKEHHETO M CHAPSKEHHETO OT Ghirap-
ckoto cpernnosekoBue (VII—XI Bex). Bexnko TrpHOBO,
2004, 106—-107.

3 Ibid. 106—-107.



OmHocHO eOun mun panHoCpeono8eKos U DOUHIU YYKOge

CTpaHa Ha BTYyJIKaTa U 4yKooOpa3Ha TpaneLoBUaIHa
LIMHKa ¢ IPaBOBI'BIHO CEUCHUE OT Apyrara crpa-
Ha. J[o To31 MOMEHT ca M3BECTHH 9 OOWHU YyKa OT
TO3U THIIL Te ca OTKpUTH Ha TEPUTOPUATA HA THELI-
Ha benrapus u Pymeaus. Ot bearapus ca Mu mo-
3HaTH 2 exzemiuipa. OT TAX € MyOiIuKyBaH €IvH,
KoiTo mpom3xokaa or CeBepomstouHa bbarapus
U ce ChXpaHsBa BbB (OHIA Ha ApXEONOTHYESCKUS
My3eii — Bapna (O6p. 1)*. JIpyroro opbxue chIo €
ot CeBeponsrouna bearapus. To e yact ot cOupka
BareBu u ce myOnuKyBa 3a TbpPBU BT B HACTOSILIATA
pa6ora (O6p. 2)°. U nsara apreakra ot Buirapus
ca C HEM3BECTEH apXEOJIOTNUYECKH KOHTEKCT.

Jlo To31 MOMEHT Haif-rosiM Opoii peicTaBu-
TEJIM Ha TO3U TUIl OOMHU YyKOBE Ca OTKPUTH Ha Te-
puTopusrta Ha qHemHa Pymbaus (O6p. 3)°. Ciopen
MyOMMKAIMU ca M3BECTHU 7 apredakra, OTKPUTH
BbB Valea Parului (jud. Teleorman)’, Atel (jud.
Sibiu)®, Bucuresti-Vicaresti’, Bucuresti-Tei!”,
Dragosloveni (jud. Vrancea) (2 exsemmuspa)'l,

4 IMax Tam, 107.

WuB. Ne 2843. Boen uyk. XKeis30. Kiron ¢ konueBunHa
(opMa OT exHara cTpaHa Ha BTYJKaTa W 4yKooOpasHa
TpaIeoByU/HA MINIKa C TIPAaBOBI'BIHO CEUCHUE OT JPY-
rara crpana. llMa crecHeHHWe Ha IIMiKara CIel BTYI-
Kara. YrapHaTta HOBEPXHOCT Ha IIMiikara e ¢ ¢opma Ha
BEPTHKAJIHO PA3IOJNIOKEH IPAaBOBI'BIHMK. Brynkara e
ChC 3a00JICHU YIIH ¥ SJTUNITHYECH OTBOP.

O6ma JapiokrHa 25,2 CM; KJIIOH Jb/DKAHA X BHCOYH-
Ha X nebenmHa 16x2,7x1,1 cM; BTyinKa BBHIIHA JIbJI-
KHMHA X BUCOunHA 3,3x 3,5 cM; BTylika BbTpemieH d oT-
Bop 1,9x2 cM; muiika Ha yyKka BUCOUMHA IIPU CTECHE-
HHETO CJIeJ BTYJIKaTa X BHCOYMHA IIPH THJIA X ABJIKU-
Ha X ne0eluHa ciex BTynkara X Jge0OeirHa IpH THiIA
1,8x2,6x5,9x1,5x0,9 cm.

Terno 312 rp.

Jaruposka IX—XI B.

Bacuet-Crisan, D. / S. Bacuet-Crisan. Doud arte-
facte medievale timpurii din fier descoperite in hotarul
(jud. Salaj). — In: ArheoVest, Nr. V: In Honorem Doi-
na Benea, Interdisciplinaritate in Arheologie si Istorie,
Timisoara, 25 noiembrie 2017. Vol. 2, 2017, 562.
Ciuperci, B. / P. Mirea. Topoare de lupta din a doua
jumatate a mileniului I din colectiile Muzeului Judetean
Teleorman. — Buletinul Muzeului Judetean Teleorman,
Seria arheologie, 7, 2015, 170.
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trapezoidal neck with a rectangular cross-section
on the other side of the sleeve. So far, nine war-
hammers of this type are known. They were found
on the territory of today's Bulgaria and Romania.
I know of two examples from Bulgaria. One of
them is published; it originates from Northeastern
Bulgaria and is documented in the collection of
the Archaeological Museum in Varna (Fig. 1)*.
The other example is again from Northeastern
Bulgaria. It is part of the Vatevi collection and
is published for the first time in the present work
(Fig. 2)°. Both artifacts from Bulgaria come from
unknown archaeological contexts.

So far, the largest number of representatives
of this type of war hammers has been found on the
territory of today's Romania (Fig. 3)6. According
to the publications, seven artifacts were found
in Valea Parului (jud. Teleorman)’, Atel (jud.
Sibiu)®, Bucuresti-Viciresti’, Bucuresti-Tei'?,
Dragosloveni (jud. Vrancea) (2 examples)'!,

4 Ibid., p. 107.

Inv. Ne 2843. War-hammer. Iron. Spear-shaped beak of
one end of the head and hammer-shaped trapezoidal
neck with a rectangular cross-section on the other end.
The neck is narrowing after the sleeve for the handle.
The impact face of the neck is in the shape of a vertically
arranged rectangle. The sleeve for the handle is of ellip-
tical shape.

Total length 25.2 cm; beak: length x height x thick-
ness 16x2.7x1.1 cm; outer length x height of the sleeve
3.3x3.5 cm; inner diameter of the sleeve 1.9x2 cm;
hammer neck height at the narrowing after the sleeve x
height at the neck x length x thickness after the sleeve x
thickness at the neck 1,8x2,6x5,9x1,5x0,9 cm.
Weight 312 g.

9th — 11th centuries
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O6p. 1. Konuesuden 6oen uyk — Apxeonozuvecku myseii — Bapna (nuuen apxue na B. Homos,
¢ He2080mo 0OE3HO paspeuierue)
Fig. 1. Spear-shaped war hammer — Archaeological Museum — Varna (V. Yotov personal archive;
with his kind permission)
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Oobp. 2. Konuesuoen 6oen uyk — coupka Bamesu, I11060us
Fig. 2. Spear-shaped war hammer — Vatevi collection, Plovdiv



OmHocHO eOun mun panHoCpeono8eKos U DOUHIU YYKOge

VALEA PARULUI

DRAGOSLOVENI
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Oobp. 3. Konuesuonu 60uiHu 4yKoge om mepumopusima Ha OHeuwna PymvHus
(no Bacuet-Crisan, D./Bdacuet-Crisan, S. Doua artefacte..., fig. 6, p. 562)

Fig. 3. Spear-shaped war hammers from the present day territory of Romania
(in Bacuet-Crisan, D./Bdacuet-Crisan, S. Doua artefacte..., fig. 6, p. 562)

Radovanu (jud. Cildrasi)!?. Exszemmispute oT
TepUTOpHsATa Ha PyMBHHUS MABAT OT KOJCKTHBHU
HaXOJIKH Ha JKEJIC3HU OPBIUS Ha TPYyAa U OPBKHUSI.
JlatupoBkara Ha Te3u apTedakTH ce MmocTaBsi OT
PYMBHCKH YY€HH, KaToO IISUI0 B pAMKHTE Ha X BEK.

[ToBeyeTo PyMBHCKH H3CIEIOBATEIH, KOUTO
pasmiexnuar Te3u apredakTd B CBOUTE M3CIIEIBaA-
HUsI, TH ONPEACIAT Karo ,,00iiHa OpajBa ¢ Gpopma
Ha BpBX Ha Korue* (topor de lupta in forma de varf
de lance), xakro u Opasga ,,JlyHaBcku Tun‘ (topor
de tip dundrean). Cuurtam, 4e OIpeNeNIHETO Ha
TOBA OPBKUE KAaTO OpajBa € MOTrPEIIHO, ¢ KOETO
ce MPUCheUHsBAM KbM MHeHHeTo Ha B. Mortos!3.
[Tpu no-ronsimMara 4act ot apredakTuTe, MOJIOBH-

veni (jud. Vrancea). — Studii si Cercetari de Istorie Veche,
20(3), 1969, fig. 5/1, 2. Canache, A. / F. Curta. Depoz-
ite de unelte si arme medievale timpurii de pe teritoriul
Romaniei. — Mousaios IV (1), 1994, 202. Paragina, A.
Habitatul medieval la curbura exterioard a Carpatilor in
secolele X—XV. Braila, 2002, pl. XLVII/1-2.

Comsa, M. / E. Gheannopoulos. Unelte si arme din
epoca feudala timpurie descoperite la Radovanu. — Stu-
dii si Cercetari de Istorie Veche. 20(4), 1969, fig. 1/4.
Ciuperca, B. / P. Mirea. Op. cit., 170.

13 Horos, B. Lut. cbu., 107.

Radovanu (jud. Cildrasi)!2. Those from the territo-
ry of Romania are examples from collective finds
of iron tools and weapons. The dating of these ar-
tifacts suggested by the Romanian researchers is
generally within the 10th century.

Most Romanian researchers who dwell on
these artifacts in their works describe them as bat-
tle axes in the form of spearheads (topor de lupta
in forma de varf de lance) or as Danube type axes
(topor de tip dunarean). I consider the definition of
this weapon as an axe wrong, which agrees with
the opinion of V. Yotov'3. In most of the artifacts,
the part of the head of the object, assumed by the
Romanian researchers to be an axe, does not have

veni (jud. Vrancea). — Studii si Cercetari de Istorie Veche,
20(3), 1969, fig. 5/1, 2. Canache, A. / F. Curta. Depoz-
ite de unelte si arme medievale timpurii de pe teritoriul
Romaniei. — Mousaios IV (1), 1994, 202. Paragina, A.
Habitatul medieval la curbura exterioara a Carpatilor in
secolele X—XV. Braila, 2002, pl. XLVII/1-2.

Comsa, M. / E. Gheannopoulos. Unelte si arme din
epoca feudald timpurie descoperite la Radovanu. —
Studii si Cercetdri de Istorie Veche. 20(4), 1969, fig. 1/4.
Ciuperca, B. / P. Mirea. Op. cit., 170.

13 Horos, B. Op. cit., p. 107.
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Hara OT IpeiMeTa, CYNTaHa OT PyMBHCKUTE YUCHHU
3a OpazBa, HIMa 3a0CTpeH pexen] pp0. HanpoTus,
ropassiBalata 4acT Ha TO3U AETailll Ha OPBXKUETO
HE € 3aTOY€eHa, a € MJIOCKa MPaBOBI'bJIHA TOBBPX-
HOCT, KOSITO CHJIHO HAIlOMHSI TE€CEH, BEPTUKAJICH
Ti Ha 9yk! OCBEeH ToBa 00pa3yBaHETO Ha TO3H THII
HE € IIPUYUHEHO OT KOPO3KsI WK CUYIIBAHE Ha Map-
4e OT MpeIMeTa, HO ChC CUTYPHOCT C€ € CIIy4nJIo
MPY MIPOM3BOJICTBOTO Ha opbxkuero! NM3kiroueHne
IpaBy ek3eMILIApbT oT Valea Parului'* u moxe 6u
enuH ot apredakrute or Radovanu.

MHoro untepeceH € pa3kasbT Ha JIbB [[skoH
3a youiictBoTo Ha ummneparop Huxudop 11 doxka.
EnHo oT opbKusATa, U3IIOA3BAaHU NIPH HallaJcHUE-
TO, € HAPEUYCHO ,,aK0VELOV*, C HEero euH OT yOouii-
LUTE yIapuil UMIIEpaTopa B rbp0Oa TOJIKOBA CHUIIHO,
4e OpBKHUETO Ce TIoKa3alo mpe3 repaute my. Cien
TOBA CJIE[BA OTIMCAHUE HA AKOVPLOV, CIIOPET KOCTO
TOW € HampaBeH OT JKeNsA30 W MPHINyYa Ha KIIOH
Ha yaria (£pmolod Paugel), ,,apupoaara ¢ jgaia
Ha NTHLATa OpaB KJIOH, JOKATO (KOVQLOV MOCTe-
MIEHHO Ce yIb/DKaBa Ype3 paBHOMEpPHA M3BHBKA U
3aBbpIIBA ¢ ocThp Bpbx““!S. Kakro mocoun apyr
aBTOP Mpey MeH'®, KITIOHBT Ha OPBKHETO TPsAOBa
Ja e omit 1barer okouto 20 oM, 3a J1a IPOHMKE YOBEK
10 TO3U HAYHH, KaTO CE OTYETAT Bh3MOKHUTE MEC-
Ta 10 rep0a M BIVIM HAa NPOHUKBaHE. [IbIDKUHUTE
Ha KJIIOHOBETE Ha Pa3MIekJaHUTE TYK OPBKHUS ca
B auana3zoHa okono 15—18 cm. Te3n oOctosiren-
CTBa U CHOOpa)KEHHS MM JlaBaT BB3MOXKHOCT 112
IPEAIOIOXKa, Y€ OMMCAHUETO Ha BU3AaHTHHCKUS
aBTOP, C TOJSIMA CTETCH HA BEPOSITHOCT, OTrOBaps
Ha XapaKTepUCTUKUTE Ha OOWHUTE YyKOBE, pas-
IJIeXKIaHHU B HacTosmara padora!

Karo ce uma nipenBup, ye npe3 X BeK 3eMu-
Te€, B KOUTO Ca HAMEPEHHU Te3u OOMHHU YyKOBe, ca
HepasJelHa 4acT OT TepuTopusra Ha I[IspBOTO
OBJITApCKO LIAPCTBO, KAKTO U JIMIICATA HA HAXOJKU
W3BBH TO3U PaliOH, MPABH BE3MOXKHO TE3U OPBIKHUS
Jla ce CBBPXKAT C MOJAaHULU Ha OBJITrapcKUTe Bia-
netenu. Ha To3u eran Ha npoyduBaHUsTa, BCE OIIE
HE MOXKE [1a Ce Ka)Ke KaKBa € €THUUECKaTa IPUHA-
JISKHOCT Ha TOBA HACEJICHWE — BBIIPOC, KOUTO 04-
AKBa CBOSI OTTOBOD.

4" Ciuperca, B. / P. Mirea. Op. cit., pl. II-1.

15 Leonis Diaconi Caloénsis Historiae Libri Decem, ed. C.
B. Hase. Bonn, 1828, 89. 5. Mortos, B. L{uT. cbu., 106.
Kosmac, T. Buzanruiicku opwxust. Benuko TwhpHOBO,
2012, 195.

Koumac, T. Hut. cbu., 195.
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a sharp cutting edge. On the contrary, the striking
part of this detail of the weapon is not sharpened,
but is a flat rectangular surface that strongly re-
sembles a narrow, vertical back of a hammer! In
addition, the formation of this back was not caused
by corrosion or breakage of a piece from the head;
with certainty the weapon was thus shaped when
manufactured! An exception is the specimen from
Valea Parului' and perhaps one of the artifacts
from Radovanu.

Very interesting is the account of Leo the
Deacon about the assassination of Emperor
Nicephorus II Phocas. One of the weapons used
in the attack is called “dkod@iov”. One of the as-
sassins struck the emperor in the back so hard with
it that the weapon pierced his body and appeared
on his chest. Then the description of the dxobpilov
follows, according to which it was made of iron
and resembled a heron’s beak (£p®d100 paueet),
but “Nature has given the bird a straight bill, while
axoveuov gradually lengthens through a uniform
curve and ends in a sharp tip”.!> As another author
before me pointed out!®, the beak of the weapon
must have been about 20 cm long in order to pierce
a human body in this way, taking into account the
possible places on the back and angles of penetra-
tion. The lengths of the beaks of the weapons con-
sidered here are in the range of about 15—18 cm.
These circumstances and considerations allow me
to assume that the description of the Byzantine
author, with a high degree of probability, corre-
sponds to the characteristics of the war hammers
examined in this work!

Given that the lands in which these war-ham-
mers were found were in the 10th century an in-
tegral part of the territory of the First Bulgarian
Tzardom, as well as the lack of finds outside this
area, makes it possible for these weapons to be as-
sociated with subjects of the Bulgarian rulers. At
this stage of the research, it is not yet possible to
say what the ethnicity of that population was — a
question that awaits its answer.

4 Ciuperes, B. / P. Mirea. Op. cit., pl. II-1.

15 Leonis Diaconi Caloénsis Historiae Libri Decem, ed. C.
B. Hase. Bonn, 1828, 89. 5. Horos, B. Op. cit., p. 106.
Konnac, T. Buzantuiicku opbxkust. Benuko TspHOBO,
2012, 195.

16 Koamac, T. Op. cit., p. 195.



