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TWO LATE MEDIEVAL COMBAT KNIVES -
ATESTIMONY FOR THE MILITARY CONFLICTS
BETWEEN THE EAST AND THE WEST!

Stoyan Popov

Abstract: The here presented work is devoted to one type of combat knives widespread in the territory of
Central Europe at the end of the Middle Ages (14th — 16th centuries). Two combat knives of the species in ques-
tion — inv. numb. 790 — 791 (Fig. 1 — 5), which are its classical representatives, are discussed. They are part of
theVatevi weapon collection in Plovdiv and come from Shumen and Varna regions respectively. They date back
to the 15th — 16th centuries. Analogies of the specimens considered here are two and are stored in the Historical
museum of Dobrich. Parallel of the knife with number 790 is one found in Dulovo region, and the knife with the
number 791 has an analogy with a weapon, discovered near the village of Svalenik, Ruse region. These weap-
ons are more likely to be associated with the wars of Vladislav IIl Yagelo against the Ottomans in 1443 — 1444.

Keywords: combat knives, tesak, kord, Bauernwehr, Hauswehr.

The here presented work is devoted to
one type of combat knives widespread in the
territory of Central Europe at the end of the
Middle Ages (14" — 16" centuries), but in my
opinion relatively little known and used in the
Bulgarian lands. These weapons have different
names in the different European languages:
tesak, kord, Bauernwehr, Hauswehr and others.?
In the only study, focused specifically on those
representatives of medieval European arms,
they are called tesak. In the publications of such

! The present work is part of the research under project
DN 10/2 entitled ,,The Bulgarian lands in the military con-
flicts between the East and the West” funded by the Sci-
entific Research Fund of the Ministry of Education and
Science of the Republic of Bulgaria.

2 P. ZAKovsKY, Tesdky a problematika jednosecnych
zbrani stredoveku a raného novoveku, Brno 2014, 13 —31.

artefacts, in the Bulgarian scientific literature,
the last term is used equally with ,,60en HOX" (a
combat knife).?

The present work examines two battle
knives of the species in question (Fig. 1 — 5),
which are its classical representatives.* They

3 1. AnocTonos, CpeHOBEKOBHO OPBKUE U CHAPSKEHUE
B Ilapka-my3eit Ha Ooitnara npyx6a 1444 r. BeB Bapha,
Uszeecmus na Hayuonannus 6oennoucmopuyecku myset, 5
(1983), 108 —109; I11. ATOCTONOB, OpBXKHE ¥ CHAPSKCHUE
0T MOXOZA U IMoJIecpaxeHueTo kpail Bapna mpes 1444 r.,
Uszeecmusa na Hayuonannus eoennoucmopuyecku myset,
7 (1987), 80 — 84; B. ITaPyIIEB, OpbXKHs M CHApsHKEHUE
Ha Bolckara Ha Bnamucnas III fremo. HemyOnukyBanu
HaxonKu, U3eecmus na Hapoonus myseil — Bapua, 44 (59)
(2008), 246 —247.

4 Inv. numb. 790
Tessak. Iron. Tang with a rectangular section and a shape
that expands slightly at the edges. On one side, the surface
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are part of the Vatevi weapon collection, located
in Plovdiv, Bulgaria. To this type of weapon is
devoted the study of the Czech scientist Petr
Zakovsky. According to the typology developed

of the tang has a trapezoidal recess. There are five holes in
the form of cylinders that protrude from both sides of the
tang. At the end there are two holes horizontally arranged,
the other three are vertically arranged at 1.5 cm from the
horizontal ones and from each other. At the end of the
tang, immediately over the short, oblique shoulders of the
blade the so-called nail is riveted. It is perpendicular to
the plane blade-tang, has semicircular flat form, whit its
arc festooned, the edge of the arc towards the blade has
incised lines. The knife has one blade-edge, the dull part of
the blade is horizontal, the edged part curves and narrows
to a sharp point.

Dimensions: total length 56.7 cm; tang length 11.2 cmy;
width x thick. over shoulders and at the end 3.5x0.7 cm
and 3.6x0.7 cm; d opening 0.5 cm; the recessed trapezium
base x shoulders x depth 2.7 — 1.4x9x0.3 c¢m; nail length x
d semicircle x d rivet 3x2,7 — 1,6x0,8 cm; shoulders width
0.3 cm; blade long x width x thickness at shoulders x at
point 45,5x3,9x0,7x0,4 cm.

Weight: 578 gr.

Dating: 15" — 16" ¢,

Finding place: the region of Shumen.

Fig. 1 - 3.

Inv. numb. 791

Tessak. Iron. Tang with a IT-shaped section and trapezoidal
shape. On one side, the tang’s surface has a triangle-shaped
concavity. Two of the narrow sides of the tang are wider
than the third. Its surface is heavily corroded, so it has only
one sure manufacturing opening at the end, it also has an
opening at the shoulders of the blade and a rivet at 0.5 cm
above it. The tang is slightly folded. The shoulders of the
blade are short, oblique. The knife has one blade-edge, the
dull part of the blade is horizontal, the edged part curves
and narrows to a sharp point. A small part of the blade-
point is missing. At the base of the edged portion, just
below the shoulder there is a circular opening.
Dimensions: total length 50 cm; tang length 10.8 cm;
width x thick. over shoulders and at the end 2,3x0,7 — 0,5
cm and 2,8x1,2 — 0,6 cm; d opening 0.3 cm; d rivet 0.4
cm; the concave triangle on the shoulder base x shoulders
x depth 2.4x11.2x0.2 — 0.5 cm; shoulders width 0.7 cm
(dull side) and 1 cm (edged side); blade length x width x
thickness at shoulders x at point 39,2x4,3x0,7x0,2 cm.
Weight: 384 gr.

Dating: 15" — 16" ¢,

Finding place: the region of Varna.

Fig.4-5.

by him, here presented tessaks belong to the
type A4 knives.® According to the Zakovsky
classification, the end of the handle is type A.°
Specimen #790 has a retained nail guard at the
base of the handle. Such had undoubtedly had
the other knife. A hint to that is the presence of
an opening for a nail at the base of the tang. The
preserved protective nail is of t5 type according
to the typology of the Czech scientist.’

Analogies of the specimens considered
here are two, stored in the Historical museum of
Dobrich (Fig. 6). Parallel of the knife with inv.
number 790 is one found in Dulovo region.® As
considered here knife, its analog has a slender
blade too, the holes for rivets in the tang are
arranged in the same way (though their different
numbers in the two weapons!), put in a one-sided
trapezoidal recess of the handle. Knife number
791 has an analogy with a weapon, found at
the village of Svalenik, Ruse region.® Like the
knife of the Vatevi Collection, that of Svalenik
has a relatively wide blade too. Interesting is the
presence of a circular hole at the blade shoulder
at its edged part.

There are a dozen such weapons coming
fromdifferent places in Bulgaria already published.
In general, much of the finds are concentrated in
the northeastern part of the country. As a rule, it is
assumed that in Bulgaria these type of weapons
appeared together with the Crusader Army of
the Polish-Hungarian King Vladislav III Jagello
during his Crusades against the Ottomans in 1443
and 1444. The association of all the representatives
of this weapon only with this military conflict, as
already correctly stated in one work is somewhat
one-sided. The possibility of falling into the

5 P. ZAKOVSKY, Tesdky a problematika, 212 — 213.
6 P. ZAKOVSKY, Tesdky a problematika, 284 — 287.
7 P. ZAKOVSKY, Tesdky a problematika, 422 — 425.

8 B. IlapyiueB, Opbxkus u cHapskenue, 240 — 241, o6p.
2a-0.

9 B. IlapyieB, Opbxus u cHapskenue, 240 — 241, o6p.
3a-0.
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Two late medieval combat knives — a testimony for the military conflicts...

territory of Bulgaria during other armed clashes
with the participation of Central European troops
in the second half of the 14th — 16th centuries,
as well as a trophy, should not be denied. The
examples of such conflicts in our lands are many:
the siege of Sigismund in 1396, the uprising led
by Constantine and Fruzhin at the beginning of
the 15th century with the participation of the
Wallachian voivode Mircho; as a trophy they

could have been brought about by the numerous
Ottoman conflicts with central European countries
such as Hungary — The Second Battle of Kosovo
polje in 1448 and the clashes in the 16th century.
I generally agree with this claim but taking into
account the accumulation of multiple signs in
support of the hypothesis of the connection with
Vladislav’s army, I am more inclined to perceive
it as to the origin of a large part of these weapons.
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Fig. 1. Tessak, Inv. numb. 790. Vatevi weapon collection, located in Plovdiv, Bulgaria. General view.

Fig. 2. Tessak, Inv. numb. 790.
Vatevi weapon collection,
located in Plovdiv, Bulgaria.
View of the protecting nail.

Fig. 3. Tessak, Inv. numb. 790.
Vatevi weapon collection, located in
Plovdiv, Bulgaria. View of the tang.
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Two late medieval combat knives — a testimony for the military conflicts...

Fig. 4. Tessak, Inv. numb. 791. Vatevi weapon collection, located in Plovdiv, Bulgaria. General view.

Fig. 5. Tessak, Inv. numb. 791.
Vatevi weapon collection, located in
Plovdiv, Bulgaria. View of the tang.

Fig. 6. Analogies of the examined knives —

from Dulovo and from the village of Svalenik, Ruse
region (after B. [lapywes, Opvoicus u cnapsdicerue,
240 — 241, obp. 2a-6; 3a-6).
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TBA KbCHOCPE/JHOBEKOBHI FOMHM HOXA -
CBUJIETE/ICTBO 3A BOEHHUTE KOH®D/IUKTHA
MEXOY N3TOKA U 3ATIAJA

CmosH IIonos

Peztome: Hacmoswama paboma e noceemena Ha eOuH U0 OOUHU HOXMCO8e, WUPOKO PASAPOCMPAHEHU Hd
mepumopusma Ha L{enmpanua Eepona 6 kpas na Cpeonume gexose (XIV — XVI 6.). Paszenedanu ca dea botinu
Hooica om 6bnpocHus 6uo — ung. NeNe 790-791 (O6p. 1 — 5), koumo ca He206u Kiacuuecku npeocmagument.
Te ca wacm om opvorcetinama Coupxa ,, Bamesu ¢ Ilnoeous u npousxooxcoam cvomseemuo om Lllymencko u
Bapuencko. [{amupam ce 6 nepuooda XV — XVI 6. Ananocuu na pasenexcoanume myKk eK3eMnispu ca 06e u ce
cvxpansisam 6 UM — Jloopuu. Ilapanen na Hooica ¢ une. nomep 790 e maxwvs, omxpum 6 J[y106CKO, A HONCLL C
nomep 791 uma ananozus c opvocue, omxpumo npu c. Ceanenuk, Pycencko. Tesu opwoicus ce cgvp3gam c no-
2onAMa eeposimuocm ¢ noxooume Ha Braoucnas 111 Heeno cpewyy ocmanyume 6 1443 — 1444 2.

Knrouosu oymu: 6oiinu nodxcoge, tesak, kord, Bauernwehr, Hauswehr.
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